RainScapes Rewards

If you’re looking for some help in
designing or installing a RainScape, look
no further than our updated Landscape
Professionals List.

If you're a landscape professional
and interested in taking a training
course, we announce them in our
RainScapes for Landscape
Professionals Gazette.

This list is comprised of landscape
professionals who have taken courses
though the RainScapes landscape
professionals training series. Our
courses cover the RainScapes Rewards
Rebate program including the
application process, individual rebate
requirements, and pertinent construction
information.

The RainScapes program now has
it's own Facebook page! Please visit
us to find informative posts on
different water quality related topics.
Feel free to post any questions you
may have.

RainScapes.org

The list details the number and type of
RainScapes rebate projects and the
types of rebate projects that each
landscape professional has completed.
The list is now sorted based on rebate
projects that have been completed and
paid.

What's Wrong With My Soil!?

recommendations for
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RainScapes Gazette

Are your native plants
failing to thrive in your
garden? Are you asking
yourself “| thought these
plants were supposed to
be adapted to this
environment?” One of the
possible culprits could be
your soil pH.

Soil pH measures the
level of acidity or basicity
in soils. It ranges from 0

to 14 with 7 being
neutral. A pH below 7 is
acidic and above 7 is
basic.

Many of our native
plants are known as
acidophiles, which
means that they need a
soil pH that is more
acidic than basic. Most
vegetables like a more
neutral pH, so

vegetables do not apply
for native plants. If
soils are not acidic
enough, nutrients in the
soil are not available for
native plants to use so
they struggle or die.

Foundations, concrete
walks and lime spread
on a lawns may
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http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/dep/downloads/rainscapes/Contractor_List_3_11_13.pdf
http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/dep/downloads/rainscapes/Contractor_List_3_11_13.pdf
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MDMONTGOMERY/subscriber/new?topic_id=MDMONTGOMERY_11
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MDMONTGOMERY/subscriber/new?topic_id=MDMONTGOMERY_11
https://www.facebook.com/Rainscapes.org
RainScapes.org

What's Wrong With My Soil!? Continued

contribute to a soil pH that is too for native plants you may need to
basic for our native trees, shrubs, add a soil acidifier at the same time.
grasses and flowers. Most It is always a good idea to check
composts that are sold are pH your pH in the Fall and Spring
balanced making them neutral. before you decide how to amend
These composts are better suited your soils. This can be done with a
for vegetables so if you use them pH meter that probes the soil and
- tells you the pH immediately. Local
e FEte Allatoe garden centers carry pH probes
M and products like sulfur that are
. appropriate for adjusting soil pH.
S S These products are usually labeled
Tor Rarmid resion sots as “good for hollies and evergreen
Reogaln iiior shrubs and acid-loving plants”.

Featured RainScape: A Beautiful Conservation Landscape

A conservation landscape is a
garden that utilizes native plants to
control stormwater and benefits
wildlife. Native plants have deep
roots that help increase the ability
of soil to soak up water. Not only
does it soak up rain water but it also
provides food and shelter for many
native animals.

In this specific conservation
landscape turf was replaced with a
garden. What used to be an area
with little water absorption and a lot
of run off is now a beautiful and
functional garden adding curb
appeal, benefitting our streams and
wildlife .

Tree Tip: “Fall Mulching”

Fall is a great time to mulch your The incorrect way to add mulch The correct way to add mulch
trees. But its important to make
sure you do it correctly

When mulching you want to
maintain 3”of mulch, not add 3” to
your tree. Too much mulch can
harm the tree.

A good rule to remember is the 3-3-
3 rule which is to maintain 3” of
mulch in a 3’ foot circle around the
tree with the mulch being at least 3”
away from the trunk of the tree “Mulch Volcano” “Mulch Donut



http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/dep/downloads/Rainscapes/MocoConservationLandscaping.pdf

Booze Creek Stream Restoration

The Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) recently finished a
stream restoration project along
lower Booze Creek between River
Road and the Cabin John Parkway.

This stream restoration project,
identified as a top priority stream
restoration project in the Cabin John
Watershed, is a 0.8 mile project
focusing on establishing a stable

stream channel, improving aquatic
habitat, protecting water and sewer
infrastructure, removing invasive
vines and reforesting 3.5 acres of
riparian buffer.

This stream restoration is one of the
county’s many efforts to help control

stormwater runoff from over 4,300
acres of impervious area by 2015.

My Green Montgomery

The My Green Montgomery website
has gone through a major overhaul.
The new up-to-date site has
information on how to make
Montgomery County a safer,
healthier, more sustainable place to
live.

Why should we “Green” Montgomery
County? There’s a good reason for

everyone. For some, it’s to preserve
our natural beauty. For others, it's to
reduce our carbon footprint and live

more sustainably. And for others, it's
about saving “green” money every

day. Whatever your reason, you'll find
information and resources throughout

this site to reach your green goals.

Guest writers are wanted for the My
Green Montgomery blog! If you have

Don’t Cut Back Those Seed Heads!

an interesting environmental story to
share, email it to
Jessica.Jones@montgomerycounty

md.gov

& Q /‘n',
L)
Green

MONTGOMERY.ORG

The aesthetic appeal of a garden
doesn't just come from the plants. It
can also come from the wildlife that
your garden attracts. Keep this is
mind when you're looking at your
coneflowers after they’re done
blooming. If you don't cut
off the seed heads then

wildlife visitors in fall.

you will get some lovely

The Goldfinch (Carduelis tristis) is one

of many birds that loves to eat the
seeds of coneflowers. It is a
granivore, which means it's adapted
for the consumption of seeds, with a

conical beak to remove the seeds and

agile feet to grip the stems of
seedheads while feeding.

Water Quality Protection Charge

The Water Quality Protection Charge

(WQPC) can be found on your
Montgomery County property tax bill.
The WQPC, which is required by the
State of Maryland, funds projects to
minimize stormwater pollution,
protect property and infrastructure,
and restore our rivers and streams.

The WQPC is calculated based on
the potential for a property to

contribute to stormwater pollution.
The bigger, more developed a
property, the higher the WQPC.

Property owners can reduce their
WQPC, and at the same time, help
prevent stormwater pollution. By
installing stormwater management
practices such eligible RainScapes

projects

What “Impervious Areas” are Included in
the Water Quality Protection Charge?

Areas that cannot absorb water (impervious surfaces) included in the
Water Quality Protection Charge (WQPC).

- Impervious areas and other structures not included in the WQPC.

- Gardens, grass and wooded areas. They are not included in the WQPC.



mygreenmontgomery.org
mailto:Jessica.Jones@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Jessica.Jones@montgomerycountymd.gov
http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/dectmpl.asp?url=/Content/dep/water/restorationProjects.asp
http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/dectmpl.asp?url=/content/dep/water/bzcreek.asp
http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/dectmpl.asp?url=/content/dep/water/bzcreek.asp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carduelis_tristis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Granivore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adaptation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beak
http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/dectmpl.asp?url=/content/dep/water/credits.asp
http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/dectmpl.asp?url=/content/dep/water/credits.asp
http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/dectmpl.asp?url=/content/dep/water/rainmanuals.asp
http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/dectmpl.asp?url=/content/dep/water/rainmanuals.asp
http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/dectmpl.asp?url=/Content/dep/water/wqpc.asp
http://www6.montgomerycountymd.gov/dectmpl.asp?url=/Content/dep/water/wqpc_basics.asp

Invasive Plant of Concern

Mile-a-Minute (Polygonum pain gardeners received due to its
perfoliatum) is one of the most hated razor like thorns.
invasive plants. It is an annual thorny
vine that rapidly covers native Mile-a-Minute has blue-green

vegetation. This plant got its name triangular leaves with dark blue
because of how berries. The berries can be spread by

\ fast it spreads. birds and flowing water like streams.

Since it’s an annual, effective
This plant is eradication requires removal before
also called the plant can produce berries. This
7/ “Tear Thumb” plant can be removed fairly easy but
because of the use of gloves is highly recommended.

Native Plant Of Interest

Green Headed Coneflower
(Rudbeckia laciniata) is one of our
largest native perennials. This cousin
of the Black-eyed Susan can reach
heights of 10 feet! Blooming occurs in
late summer and the seed heads will
attract gold finches and other birds in
fall. It requires full to partial sun and
can handle both wet and dry
conditions. It's aggressive so plant it
where you don't mind it spreading.

App. and Book of Interest

SR | RE NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION

App. of Interest S es Book of Interest: s,

Garden Manager is the
ideal application for gardeners who
have trouble remembering all the
things they need to do in the
garden. With this app you can set
reminders for tasks you plan on
doing in the future but often forget.

Other Backyard Wildlife
provides step-by-step projects for
families to do together, making
getting back to nature easy,
educational, and fun.

ISBN # 1580111505

Events of Interest: Montgomery County Agricultural Fair

Visit the Department of Environmental During Family Days we will have a Watershed groups will be available
Protection at the Montgomery County  variety of bugs for kids to learn about  to share information about their
Agricultural Fair Friday, August 9 the creatures that live in our waters. activities on the following days:

through Saturday, August 17, 2013! Family days will be on Monday,

e Friday, August 9 from 3pm to
?:g';ust 12 and Wednesday, August 9pm Rock Creek Conservancy

The Department of Environmental

Protection will have an information e Saturday, August 10 from 10am

: Other days of interest include Senior to 2pm Muddy Branch Alliance
g(u)(r)i:]h aoc;rf[)hses I‘:Arg:'t tz;gr'lgorzﬁltl Citizen’s Day on Tuesday, August 13
ng ontg y y and Military Day on Thursday, August ¢ Sunday, August 11 from 10am
Agrlcultural Fair. 15 . to 2pm Seneca Creek

Watershed Partners


http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RULA3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RULA3
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.jee.green
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=POPE10
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=POPE10
http://www.amazon.com/National-Wildlife-Federation-Attracting-Butterflies/dp/B000FTBPBO#_
http://www.amazon.com/National-Wildlife-Federation-Attracting-Butterflies/dp/B000FTBPBO#_
http://www.mcagfair.com/
http://www.mcagfair.com/

